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1) Mississippi and Canada have a great trade relationship
 Canada has been Mississippi’s number one trading partner for as long 

as statistics have been recorded.

 Total Exports to Canada in 2005:  $1.8 Billion, up 24.7 percent from 
2004

 Top Exports to Canada in 2005
Millions (US) Growth from ‘04

Commodities $896 24.7%
Electrical Machinery $171 107.6%
Vehicles 144 54.9%
Machinery 136 18.4%
Plastic 83 2.9%
Furniture and Bedding 65 9.2%

 Mississippi companies attending this trade fair [Vickie, are you 
compiling a list of a few notable names?] 

Existing Investment by Canadian companies:
 Masonite International, Metaris, Nexfor, Quebecor
 Tourism
 Canadian visitors (2,400) to Mississippi were second only to England 

(4,800). 

2) Mississippi is a great place to do business
 Low cost of doing business and taxes

 Able workforce

 Pro business government

3) Investment opportunities in Mississippi

A few selected examples of industries that are on the move in Mississippi



Aerospace:  Every commercial plane and jetliner in the world has at least 
one hydraulic component that was designed and manufactured in 
Mississippi by Eaton Aerospace.  
But, in fact, this is just one part of the aerospace/aviation industry’s long 
history of success in Mississippi.  Today some of the leading names in 
the industry – NASA, Boeing, EADS North America, Lockheed Martin, 
L-3 Communications and Northrop Grumman – are located in 
Mississippi.

Automotive:  In 2003, Nissan chose to put Mississippi in the driver’s seat
with its decision to locate a major new facility in Canton, Mississippi.  
This decision is one example of a growing trend to locate automotive 
manufacturing facilities in the Southeast region of the U.S.  The 
Southeast region is the fastest growing automotive manufacturing region 
in the country.  

Warehousing and Distribution:  Mississippi’s central location, combined 
with its outstanding transportation network and proximity to Memphis, 
has attracted an estimated 2,289 transportation and warehouse facilities to
the state.  These facilities employ more than 29,000 workers.   Some 
recent warehouse and distribution project announcements in Mississippi 
include Creative Logistics and Warehousing, which announced 133 new 
jobs and a $2.15 million capital investment and Exel, Inc., which 
announced an $11 million expansion, both in north Mississippi.  FedEx 
Ground also has located in north Mississippi, along with Williams-
Sonoma, BMW Distribution, Future Electronics and many more.

Manufactured Housing:  In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the Gulf
Coast region of Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama has a huge need for
new housing.  In fact, in Mississippi alone, we will need to build as many
as 50,000 homes, when only 1,500 homes are built in an average year.
This disaster  has created a demand for  fabricated housing that  can be
constructed quickly to assist area residents in returning home.

Even before Hurricane Katrina, several thousand people in Mississippi
were employed by the manufactured housing industry, both in retail sales
centers  and  in  manufacturing  facilities.   In  addition,  manufactured
housing shipments to Mississippi grew by more than 275 percent from
2004 to 2005.



4) Mississippi’s Recovery Plan and its progress
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